HIS ANCESTRY                                         7
Khan, son of Khwaja 'Abid, also received distinguished
honours which he feigned to have accepted, desiring all
the time to go over to the Imperial side at a suitable
opportunity.1
Early in 1680, Khwaja 'Abid jyas. appointed to pursue
prince Muhannnad-Akbar, along with the prince Shah
'Alam (later known a^Bahadur Shah). As he had already
lived in Ajmer for some time as governor of the province,
he was considered to be in the best position to know the
men and affairs of that part of the country. Several Raj-
put chiefs, Inder Singh, Ram Singh and Subhan Singh
also accompanied the party. Fifty thousand gold coins
were given to Shah ' Alam personally and fifty thousand
were given to the party for the expenses of the expedi-
tion,2 In recognition of his services he was awarded a
robe of honour and a horse with golden trappings, and
the title of Qilich Khan.
It seems that Qilich Khan did not see eye to eye with
the prince Shah 'Alam on certain religious matters, the
latter being inclined towards Shafite sect while the former
was a man of orthodox views. As the latter*s views ran
counter to those held by the prince, he left his party with-
out even asking his permission, and joined the Emperor.
When Aurangzib came to know of this affair, he ordered
Ihtimam Khan, Kotwal, to put Qilich Khan in intern-
ment. Later he was put in charge of Salabat Khan and
in view of his ability, however, he was pardoned and
released after a few months. This was a disciplinary
measure, Aurangzib did not even spare his own sons if
they did anything against his will.
Having regained the confidence of the Emperor,
Qilich Khanu was. re-appointed to the post of Sadr-i-kul in
lfiS17 after the death of Rizwl Khan. Ne^ct year he was
directed to accompany prince Aczam in his campaigns in
1 Khafi Khan, op. cit., p. 366.
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